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Grace to You

Happy Birthday Grace Covenant Churches

By Michael Bailey

I’ve included all GCC Churches in this headline because our September anniversary Inside This Issue
celebrates the beginning of all of our lives coming together and working to advance
God’s Kingdom. On September 18" 1988 the ﬁrst ser\{ice was held in Lewistown of Happy Birthday 2
what would become Grace Covenant churches in multiple locations throughout Central Conftinued
Pennsylvania.

Twenty years represents a significant milestone in a person’s life no matter how old | gopvice Project 3

they are. In the way mankind views lifetime, twenty years represents a generation.

When I look back at what has taken place in the last twenty years I see a generation of
Kingdom builders raised up and advancing at the command of God.
Recently I attended the 40™ reunion of the Chief Logan class of 1968 as the date of

Congratulations Church | 4

20-Anniversary Picnic

my sister Judy. Since my 40" reunion is coming up next year I knew many of the peo- Don’t Give Up 5
ple in her class as well. It was a great time of reminiscing about days gone by. There

. . Kid’s Corner
were a few sad notes of history as we reflected on those who were no longer with us
because death had taken them away. However most of our thoughts brought joy to our | Prayer with 6
hearts as we remembered highlights of our lives together. That is one reason we mark Thanksgiving

the passing of time, to celebrate the significant events and sharing of our lives together. | Kid’s Corner

I have a photo album in my mind that contains twenty years of pictures of the pass-

ing of the first generation in the life of Grace Covenant Churches. Please join me as | Happy Birthday 7
share a few of these snapshots with you. Continued

September 18™ 1988 our first service was held in the community room of the library | Nursery Schedule
in Lewistown. They charged us five whole dollars to rent the basement room that al- July Calendar

ways smelled of the smoke from the DUI classes held the previous evening. Out side
was a homemade sign that announced the birth of a new church. We weren’t quite
birthed in a stable as our Lord but, these were humble beginnings nonetheless, as
churches go. In attendance were my young family (my kids were seven and eight), my
Mom and my oldest sister.

I had no idea how to start a church. What I did have was a vision in my heart as to
what God wanted the church to look like one day and the willingness to invest my
whole being into what [ was supposed to do for Him. Things began slowly at first and
at the end of our first year there were 14-16 of us still worshipping in the Library and
building our lives together.

God had impressed me not to be numbers oriented. Although that has been difficult
at times because of how we all measure success, I determined to minister with enthusi-
asm as if we had 500 people instead of just a few.

The second year we had approximately 30 people and the third we reached sixty in
attendance and we were still meeting in the Library room, which had become very
crowded. Classrooms for the children met in the hallway and the DUI classes still

smelled the place up every Saturday night. Continued Page 2
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In October 1991 we moved to a facility on Walnut Street that another church
plant had owned. We were elated to have the luxury of spaciousness since it would
seat 120 people in comfortable theater seating. I figured that it had taken us three years to get to sixty so this
nice facility would do for a good while. Our luxury of spaciousness only lasted about three weeks as people
began to flock to our new facility. Something very special began to happen on Walnut Street as we saw many
new believers come to Christ. Whole family units getting saved were the norm in those wonderful days. Mom
or Dad would get saved and the rest of the family would follow. Many of those who have become our leaders
today gave their lives to Christ during the ten months we were in that facility.

I don’t remember the exact date of our next move but it was approximately September of 1992 that we
moved into the Washington Avenue truck terminal that was to become home base for the rest of our history.
We first held services in the basement. The furnishings were Spartan by anyone’s definition but we continued
to see God move in our midst and no one complained. The floors were concrete and bare light bulbs hung from
the unfinished ceiling.

Within a few weeks we again saw a surge in attendance until we soon packed almost 200 people into a room
big enough for 75. The air conditioning couldn’t keep up and the sweat would pour down my face as I preached
with small children literally crawling through my legs.

It wasn’t long before we started remodeling the warehouse portion of the building into our new sanctuary.
Before it was finished, with just the studs and insulation showing, we were forced to move into the new space
to accommodate our growth. We would meet in the warehouse and tear down each week so that we could con-
tinue to build our new facility. The men and women of the church did 95% of all the work. This was a blessing
in many ways because we got to know and love one another as worked shoulder to shoulder in common pur-
pose. When we were finished with this expansion we could accommodate 350 people. We reached lives for
Christ one on one and through mass evangelism and continued to grow.

In 1994 I noticed that we had a large number of people from Juniata County in attendance. Additionally
when I would drive down Rt322 I would sense a tug on my heart from the Lord. I became sure in my spirit that
we were to begin a new church Juniata County. There were approximately 60 folks coming through the Nar-
rows at that time to Lewistown. They became our foundation for the new church we planted in 1996. We set up
a phone bank in the back room of the Lewistown church and for over a month we called every home in Juniata
County to let them know a new church was coming. When we launched 140 people showed up for our first ser-
vice in the Port Royal fire hall. That church eventually moved to Mexico and on to Thompsontown. It has con-
tinued the DNA of the mother church and has planted a number of other churches in Pa.

It was around this time that one of my fondest memories took place. All these years the members of Grace
Covenant church had put up with modest facilities and sitting on hard metal chairs. We had raised ten thousand
dollars to buy new chairs for Lewistown GCC from the members when I became aware of a church in Guate-
mala that didn’t even have a building. When they met they had to do so outside in either the hot sun or pouring
rain. When I shared this with those who had given the money for the chairs without hesitation the money was
sent to Central America to build a church in Duenos’ Guatemala. I heard just a few years ago that the church
has grown and prospered and since built new facilities to reach more for Christ.

In 1997 Jane and were sent on Sabbatical for three months. In my parting message I used the illustration of
Ronald Reagan standing at the Berlin Wall and challenging the President of the Soviet Union, “Mister Gorba-
chev tear down this wall.” Many people can still remember the shock of seeing me stick a sledgehammer in the
back wall of the church shouting, “Grace Covenant Church tear down this wall.” While my family and I took a
rest from the rigors of ministry and working fulltime to support our family, the church increased our sanctuary
space to it’s present size and added the classrooms on the back end.

One of the unusual aspects of our history in Lewistown is how we redeemed a warehouse and made it into a
house of worship. What has made that step so unusual is that later we had to erect a warehouse to accommodate
our outreach to the poor in Mifflin County through our Hand of Grace Ministry. The Hand of Grace in a very
real sense has become another church reaching a segment of society that Christ cares

Continued from Cover Article

Continued Page 7
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Teen Girls” Service Project

By Glee Pavlova

Since late spring, | had wanted to get a service project together for the young women in the youth group.
When | prayed about it, | was led in one direction: Crossroads Pregnancy Center. In high school | had been in-
volved in volunteer work there with Becky Scott but | hadn’'t been in touch with anyone there in more then ten
years. | believe that when we serve causes beyond our own interest doors are opened in us for the Holy Spirit to
move and develop a more Christ-like character in us. | wasn't sure what we could do to help or how they would
respond to me calling up out of the blue but, | knew that’s where the Lord was leading me to take some girls. But
life gets hectic and schedules are busy; the summer service project that was so close to my heart just kept getting
pushed back. Suddenly it was the end of July and | just decided to make it work somehow.

| called the Center and explained that | worked with my church’s youth group and wanted to bring in a few
girls for an afternoon to help in whatever way we could. There was a pause on the other end of the phone,
“You're offering to just bring in some teens to help do whatever? Just to help us?” For a moment | thought | was
going to get a polite “no thank you.” When [ told her that that was exactly what | wanted and that it wasn't a big
deal, probably just 3 or four of us for an afternoon and that she should name the day that suited best, she got ex-
cited. She thanked me and said what a blessing it would be to have someone come and do some light cleaning.

Now that | had spoken to the office director and knew we were welcome, | announced it to the girls. | have to
be honest, | wasn’t sure how excited they’'d be to give up an afternoon to clean an office—l was hoping to have at
least three girls volunteer. | told them it was my heart to give our girls an opportunity to bless a ministry that does
so much for girls and young women in our area. The Wednesday night | announced it there was low attendance
but every girl there was interested. When | decided to pick the Tuesday of Bible School week, | thought that might
deter a few but | was so pleasantly surprised. Every youth I spoke to immediately said yes! The only ones who
couldn’t come were those who had to work or would be out-of-State on vacation and even then, they said they
were very interested and hoped this wouldn’t be the only opportunity to serve at the center. Some of the girls
came in for a few hours before going to their real jobs and others actually rearranged their work schedule to be
able to come! How it must have blessed our God to see his daughters giving so generously of their time and en-
ergy; | know it blessed me.

So that Tuesday, | and eight youth girls arrived at Crossroads. The staff was so excited to see such a good turn
out. The office director gave the girls a brief tour and explained what the mission of the Center is and how they are
reaching out to the community. | explained to the girls that | wanted them to know about this ministry so that if
they ever had a classmate or friend who was dealing with a pregnancy, they would know where to direct them to
get Godly counsel and practical help—just preparing them to be salt & light in this hurting world. Then we went to
work. We dusted, polished, windexed, and vacuumed all three floors of the center including the bathroom which
got a thorough scrubbing. On top of that we spent a couple of hours sorting through bags upon bags of donated
children’s clothing getting them ready for distribution to many young moms—Crossroads serves hundreds of cli-
ents each year. We did everything on their to-do list and offered to do more but they said they couldn’t think of
anything else that needed done. They were very impressed with our girls and how well they worked. All the staff
thanked us over and over again and said they would keep us in mind for future projects.

As we discussed the day around a table at the OIP, | asked what they thought and if they would like to help out
in other ways in the future—the unanimous answer, “Absolutely.” The Crossroads office director sent us a thank
you card and I'd like to share her thoughts: “I told you what | would like to have done and without a moment of
hesitation you did what | asked and more. How truly blessed you are to have such a fine group of young ladies
represent your church. Blessings to you all.” Indeed we are a blessed church!

Church Fuel Program

Nittany Qil Co., Hilltop Qil Co., KV Qil Co. and Wilson Qil Co. are once again offering the lock-in program for our
church and its members. A big advantage this year to the program is that all pricing will be capped. This
means you will enjoy the lower price at the time of delivery but it will never go higher than the cap
price. The capped price this year is 4.799 for heating oil and 4.999 for kerosene. The Pay-as-you-go op-
tions requires a signed contract, detailing the specific amount of gallons required, or you may pay upfront. Program
runs from October 1st to April 30th. Call before October 1st at (717) 248-6707 ask to enroll in the GCC Church Pro-
gram. $.03 Per gallon is donated to the church for benevolence/fuel assistance to less fortunate.
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Congratulations Church! by ron nert

Congratulations are in order for both GCC-LE and GCC-MU as we celebrate our 20 and 5 year anniversaries.
Congratulation is a word that we usually hear when celebrating an anniversary. Most of us take pleasure in ex-
pressing the joy that we have in our hearts when we cross a special day with someone. Anniversaries give us an
opportunity to delight over the past and rejoice in the hope of the future.

Cyndi and | celebrated our 20™ wedding anniversary this past April and we enjoyed reminiscing about when we
first met and dated, our wedding day, where we first lived and worked, and when our children were born. We've
made fond memories over the years with each other and with so many other wonderful people. In fact, most of
those years have been spent with many of you at Grace Covenant Church. But what we celebrate even more so
than the past accomplishments as a married couple is the confidence and momentum that we share for the next
20 years.

I’'m reminded of when the Israelites crossed the Jordon River with Joshua, God instructed them to carry out and
set-up 12 stones as a memorial to future generations (see Joshua 4). There was a crossing over that marked both
the events of the past, and the promise and potential of the future. God was reminding them of His power and
faithfulness, using it to encourage them to press forward and take new ground for God. The promise land would
be full of challenges, but also filled with blessings and rewards beyond anything that they had ever experienced.
God was connecting the past and the future for a purpose:

"He [Joshua] did this so that all the peoples of the earth might know that the hand of the LORD is powerful and
so that you might always fear the LORD your God." —Joshua 4:24 NIV

The Bible says that Joshua set up those memorial stones on the eastern shore of the Jordon where they
camped at Gilgal. As you know many Bible names have hidden significance and one of the meanings of the name
“Gilgal” means “Circle”. The Israelites had come full circle out of captivity and through the wilderness experience
into a land flowing with “milk and honey”. But | also believe that both God and Joshua were letting the Israelites
know that the journey wasn't over; there were still battles to fight, giants to kill, mountains and vineyards to claim,
and a Kingdom to establish. There was for them, and for us, a continuation and interconnection with both God
and each other that encircles destiny.

There is so much joy that fills my heart when | think about the grace that God has poured out over the past 20
years, but I'm also overjoyed with excitement and anticipation for what is ahead. I'm looking forward to experienc-
ing and expressing an even greater grace in the future, as we continue to encounter the presence, power and pur-
poses of our Lord Jesus, and as we extend His grace in greater ways to each other and our communities. Con-
gratulations Church!

20th Anniversary Picnic

Grace Covenant Church of Lewistown is having their 20™ Anniversary Picnic at the Malta Park in Granville on September
14th. The picnic will start shortly after 1:00pm with a Pig Roast. Please bring a covered dish and/or desert to share. The
church will provide drinks and paper

products (and pork). We are extend-
ing our invitation to our Sister
Churches in Mt. Union and State
College. We hope to see you there!
Please also bring along a lawn chair
if you would like. The park has pa-
vilions, a volleyball net, playground,

Grace Cowenant Church

Juniata Memorial River Bridge
JUNCTION

and walking trail along a stream.
Parking is limited along the park
road, but additional overflow park-
ing is provided at the Granville Fire

Take 22W to Juniata Memorial Bridge.
Then take Route 103 toward Gran-
ville. Turn right to take either Gran-
ville Road or Malta Road to Malta Park
location. Approximately 7 miles from
GCC LE.

Hall. Please see map for location or
call the church office at 717-248-
4579 for more info.

Maha Park /*

Picnic Location
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"Don't Give Up"

By Barbara Mannino

Hello everybody! May God bless you as you read this
and allow Him to reveal His truths to you. Holy Spirit is
our teacher and when we ask Him to "revelate" us He will
open things up in a fresh, new way.

I want to talk today about pursuing the enemy until we
overtake him. We must tear down any stronghold in our
lives that would stop us from fulfilling God's mandate for
our lives. The enemy will use anything against us, even to
what we would consider to be of the smallest detail. We
must rise up in the power of Holy Spirit and overtake the
enemy. That smallest thing that we would think does not
matter, let me assure you, it matters! The enemy will use
that to take us down but, if we don’t give up, we will get
the victory because God's power within us is far greater.

Let's go to 11 Kings chapter 13. Elisha is dying and
Joash, the king of Israel, comes to see him. He is grieving
and weeping over this mighty prophet. Elisha still has
strength from the anointing and will carry that anointing to
the grave. How many times have we used the phrase, "I
can feel it in my bones?" Read verse 21 in this chapter and
realize that the power of God was bone deep in El-
isha. Why can't it be the same for us? Who's to say that it
isn't?

Elisha instructs Joash to take a bow and some arrows
and shoot out the east window. FElisha keeps his hands on
Joash's. Ibelieve this is a portrayal of God's hands over
ours to guide us and keep us steady. Elisha tells Joash to
shoot and he follows instruction. The shooting of the arrow

Help the frog catch the fly!

=l

was a symbol of God's deliverance. Joash is told to strike
his enemies until they are destroyed. Elisha instructs him
to strike the ground. Joash strikes the ground three times
and then stops. Elisha is angry and tells him he should
have kept striking for now the enemy would not be totally
subdued. We must be relentless and go after anything in
our lives that would hinder our growth and stop our work
for the kingdom. The enemy's intention is to cause the
smallest "ite" in our lives to rise up and "bite" us. We must
keep pursuing the enemy and continue to fight the good
fight by the power of the anointing.

Some of you may think that some things are impossible
to beat. There are too many "strikes" against you when
looked at in the natural. We must always view things from
a spiritual outlook. We will see the impossible take
place. Listen to the words of this song as I sing them to all
of you.

"There are things impossible that we will surely
see, 'cause the Spirit of the resurrected Christ lives in
me." Isay to all of us, "Don't give up!" Keep striking the
enemy and all of the "ites" within us until we rise up victo-
rious. We have the anointing because Christ lives within
every believer. Let's go forth in victory and declare our
enemies are being subdued because we have all the power
that we need. I hear the shout of the Lord within the
camp. Victory is ours!

Have a blessed week in the Lord and always remember
that no one loves you the way God loves you. Ilove you,
too!

Ki dos Corner
Soccer Crossword ’
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ACross

2. the European name for the game

3. grab the ball from an opponent with
the feet

7. tries to score against the other team
9. wear this for the big game

10, calls fouls

11. keeps the other team from scoring

Down

1. middle of the game

4. these dig into the turf

5. keeps the ball away from the net
G. kick the ball while it's in the air
g. the American name for the game
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By Prayer With Thanksgiving

By JoJo Soccio

Be anxious for nothing, but in
everything by prayer and supplica-
tion, with thanksgiving let your re-
guests be made known to Go@hi-
lippians 4:6) Have you ever thought
about why thanksgiving is such an
important part of prayer? The psalm-
ists tells us to, Enter into His gates
with thanksgiving, and into His
courts with praise( Psalm 100:4)
Ancient cities were surrounded by
walls and the only way to enter was
through the city gate. The word
“gate” was sometimes used to mean
power or dominion. (Genesis 22:17)
The gates and courts of our Lord lead
us into His presence where we can
become intimate with Him and re-
ceive revelation of the power and
dominion He has given us to live in
victory. The entranceway is thanks-
giving and praise.

Have you ever had a day where
you struggled to be thankful, where
praise really was a sacrifice? That’s
when we need to take our thoughts
captive and focus on our most pre-
cious treasure, the Lord Jesus Christ.
When it seems everything is going
wrong, we can be thankful for Jesus
who will never leave us or forsake
us. (Hebrews 13:5) He is the all suf-
ficient answer and provision for

every prayer we bring to Him.

In Romans 13:14, Paul instructs us
to: put on 6r clothe yourself) with
the Lord Jesus ChristWe clothe
ourselves with Jesus by putting on
the whole armor of God. (Ephesians
6:12-18) He is our salvation — the
helmet: Acts 2: 21 —whoever calls
on the name of the Lord shall be
saved. Acts 4:12 — Salvation is

God is living and powerful, and
sharper than any twedged sword,
piercing even to the division of soul
and spirit, and of joints and marrow
and is a discerner (judge) of the
thoughts and intentions of the heart

Jesus is our impenetrable shield as
we put our faith in Him (the leaning
of our entire human personality on
Him in absolute trust and confidence

found in no one else, for there is no in His power, wisdom and goodness

other name under heaven given to
men by which we must be savétk
is the belt of truth: John 14: 6 — | am
the way, the truth and the lifée is
our righteousness —the breastplate: 1
Corinthians 1:30 — It is because of
Him that you are in Christ Jesus,

who has become for us wisdom from
Godi that is our righteousness, holi-

ness and redemption.

Jesus is our peace with God and
with one another — the sandals: Ro-

— Colossians 1:4, AMP). Proverbs
29:25b: Whoever trusts in the Lord
shall be safésecure, set on high).

May the Spirit reveal to us that
from head to toe-body, soul and
spirit Jesus is all we need. We can
pray with thanksgiving because in
Him, the living Word, and in His
written word are the answers to every
need of mankind. As the old hymn
says, “Every promise in the Book is
mine”. Therefore we can pray with

mans 5:1 —we have peace with God faith and thanksgiving because of

through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Ephesians 2:14 — For He Himself is
our peaceéand

Jesus is the living Word of God — the
sword of the Spirit: John 1:1,14 —In

His abounding goodness, His unlim-
ited love and His great faithfulness.

h a Psaloh £08:4-5t Bnyeeirdo His lgates
barrier, the dividing wall of hostility.

with thanksgiving, and into His
courts with praise. Be thankful to
Him, and bless His name. For the

the beginning was the Word, and theLord is good; His mercy is everlast-

Word was with God and the Word
was Godéand t he
flesh. Hebrews 4:12 — The word of

ing, and His truth endures to all gen

Wiatioms. b e c a me

Math Trick Phone Number

Ki dos

Here is a math trick so unbelievable that it will

stump you. Personally | would like to know who came up with this and
why that person is not running the country.

1. Grab a calculator. (you won't be able to do this one in your head)

2. Key in the first three digits of your phone number (NOT the area

code)
3. Multiply by 80

4. Add 1 5. Multiply by 250

6. Add the last 4 digits of your phone number
7. Add the last 4 digits of your phone number again.

8. Subtract 250

9. Divide humber by 2

Caga

rn eB?thO School??

The teacher spent the entire hour
reading to her class about the bi-

son family. When she had finished,
she said, AiName so
are very dangerous to get near to
and have horns. 0

Little Johnny spoke up without
hesitati on, AAut om

Teacher: If 1+1=2 and 2+2=4,
what is 4+47?

Pupil: That's not fair! You answer
the easy ones and leave us with
the hard one!

me t

pbil
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Continued fromPage 2 deeply about. Hundreds of wonderful servants of God have served thousands of people

through this ministry over the years.

In September of 2003 another daughter church was born when Pastor Danny Neff and his family moved to Mt
Union to begin holding services there. The church began its outreach with a monthly food distribution followed
by a mass mailing to every home in a 10 mile radius of the church. Grace Covenant Church in Mt Union has
forcefully advanced the Kingdom of God in that area. Many souls have been saved and Christ has touched many
more lives through the numerous outreaches of the church. They will be celebrating five years of ministry Sep-
tember 28" with a special service and changing their name to Grace Community Church.

Two more big events remain in the photo album of my mind. The first is the passing of the pastoral torch to
Pastor Ron Neff in February 2006 at the Lewistown GCC. Change is never easy for anyone but both Ron and I
are grateful for the loving support of the congregation as we adapt to new responsibilities and challenges. The
goal of the church remains strong to use all of our strength to demonstrate our love for God by advancing His
Kingdom.

The last frame I see was snapped in my mind when Discovery Road Church was birthed in March of 2007.
Jorn Junod, former youth pastor at Lewistown GCC has accepted the challenge to plant a new work in State Col-
lege Pa. One of the things that make this an unusual venture is that three of the pastor’s sons from Grace Cove-
nant Churches are attending Penn State University at the same time. Each one has played a vital role in helping
this daughter church impact State College for Christ. Nothing could serve as a finer example of our original vi-
sion for ministry begun twenty years ago. Our desire has been to raise up a generation of believers who will self-
lessly work so that others may discover Christ for themselves. Nothing makes me prouder of our churches than
the young men and women like these who have lived holy lives before God and now lay those lives on the altar
for God to use as He wills.

By His grace we will see yet another generation raised up who will answer the call of God in the next twenty
years to advance His Kingdom. I can’t wait to look back on our fortieth anniversary to see what the grandkids
have done for God.

September Calendar

e Saturdays: Prayer, 8-9:30 am (LE & MU) e Sunday, Sept. 14th:00 20th Anniversary Picnic, Malta

« Sundays: Morning Worship, 10:00 (LE & MU) Park (LE)

« Wednesdays:7:00 Bible Study/Youth Group (LE&MU) ¢ Saturday, Sept. 20thHand of Grace (MU)

« Friday-Saturday, Sept. 56th Parent-Child “Camp + Sunday, Sept. 21stEpic Youth Activity (TBA) (LE)
In” (MU) e Saturday, Sept. 27thHand of Grace, Produce Only (LE)

e Saturday, Sept. 13thHand of Grace Full Distrib(LE)

September Nursery Schedule

Sundays: Lewistown
Sept. 7 — Glee & Alexei Pavliova

Sept. 14 — Leisle Kauffman, Arlene Kauffman
Sept. 21— Nikki Scyoc, Jenny Hartzler

Sept. 28 — Maralee Seeley, Christen Amspacker
Wednesdays:

Sept. 3— Melody Bratton, Jackie Alters

Sept. 10 — Genia Mathews, George Camp
Sept. 17— Anneliese Smith, Jen Neavling

Sept. 24 — Cyndi Neff & Carrie Baumgardner
Contact Angie Kerstetter to serve in the nursery: 717-667-6864

Sundays: Mount Union
Sept. 7 — Patti Hutton & Krissy White
Sept. 14 — Jennifer Walker & Beth Drake

Sept. 21— Pat Gilsbaugh & Helper

Sept. 28 — Autumn Woodward & Helper

Wednesdays:

Sept. 3 — Patti Hutton & Helper

Sept. 10 — Jean Speck

Sept. 17 — Lisa Harris & Carol Henry

Sept. 24 — Sue May & Diane McCallister

Contact Jane Neff to serve in the nursery: 814-542-2488
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