Grace Covenant Churches & Ministries

March 2008

Volume 19, Issue 6

Grace to You

One New Rule and When to Break It

By Michael Bailey cise that day chasing dowhelp us avoid them in the

my wayward files. future. For example, Jameg

Inside This Issue

One importantlesson Every rule has an ex- tells us toconfess our sins
I've learned in life is to notception and I'd like to sug-to one another that we

New Rule(continued)
Note from Vonnie

use your Bible for a filing gest you ignore the wis- might be healedThe prob-
cabinet.This valu- dom of my previous state-lem we have is that many
ablelesson ment for one particular  times we are blinded to

Minor Details
Vision Quest

wasgarneredvhile look-  document to follow. | will those things that are sepa-
INg In My réar view mirror share the document in a rating us from God.
at the one mile trail moment but first | want to Wouldn't it be terrific to

A Little More Kind
Calendar/Nursery

of papers behind my car. ltell you why it's important. have a cheat sheet to get
had left my Bible on the A vital section of the insights as to what needs

Taking Up Daylight

roof of the car as I made Lord's prayer ishe plea  confessing before the
my way home from for forgiveness from our Lord?

For Suffer

church. Of course, every sins. Confession of those  Judy Reamer sent along
dark cloud has a silver lin-sins that we are aware of the document that | would
ing and | got lots of exer- adds additional power to

Kind (continued)
Kids Corner

Continued Page 2

R

Pictures from the
7th Annual
Sportsm

Banquet.

Bob Neff and Jimmy
Sitesi Speaker

Look | i ke a

What 0y a
pr i zHefskiel Cram

Grand Prize Winners

FrénP L&ft: Fox Pro Prize winner, Suzanne Long,
Jeffrey Peachey, Tim Henry, Front: Nathan Fleming



Page 2 Grace to You

One New Rule and When to Break |t(Cont|nued)

i i

i

i Continued from Front Cover The TI’aItS Of the Self ‘L | f e 0 :

i Evangelist EImer Shelhamer i

: Are you ever conscious of: !

i 1. A spirit of pride. Do you have an exalted feeling because of your success or position, because of your goodrta?pnmg 0

i pearance, or because of yoaturalgifts and abilities? Do you show an important, independent spirit? i

: 2. Love of praise.Do you have a secret fondness to be noticed, a love of supremacy? Do you draw attgatimselfan con- i

i versation? Does your fiselfodo swell out when youdve had ;h ti
i 3. Stirrings of anger. Are you irritable, and do you cover it over by calling it nervousness or holy indignation? Do you haye a

: touchy spirit, a disposition to resent and retaliate when disapproved of or contradicted? Do you throw sharp words at others?
i 4.Selfwill. Do you show a stubborn, unteachable spirit? Do you argue? Are you harsh, sarcastic, driving, or demanding? Do

i you come through as unyielding or headstrong? Do you have a disposition to criticize and pick flaws when you are ign(?red or
I decisions don't go your way? Do you have a peevish spirit that loves to be coaxed and humored? i

: 5. Carnal fear. Are you controlled by a mafearing spirit that causes you to shrink from duty? Do you reason around you#

i cross? [Trying to figure a way out using self effort.] Are you afraid your commitment to righteoudhessse som@romi- i
E nentperson to think less of you? Do yoompromiseprinciple to please others?

; 6.Jealousy.Do you hide a spirit of envy in your heart? Do you harbor an unpleasant sensation in view of the prosperity !and

i success of another? When someone is more talented or appreciated than you, are you disposed to speak of his faults gather
i than his virtues?

: 7. Dishonesty.Do you evade or cover the truth? Do you hide or minimize your real faults and attempt to leave a better |mpres—
i sion of yourself than is strictly true? Do you show false humility? Do you exaggerate, straining the truth? Do you show é)ne

i face to one person and quite the opposite to another?

: 8. Unbelief. Do you demonstrate a spirit of discouragement in times of pressure and opposition? In your heart, is there a lack
i of quietness and confidence in God, a lack of settled trust? Do you have a disposition to worry and complain in the mldSt of

i pain, poverty, or trials that God allows? Are you overanxious about whether situations will turn out all right?

: 9. Religious formality. Are you complacent about the lost? Is your relationship with God characterized by dryness and |md|f—

i ference? Does your life lack spiritual power? Do you regularly meet with God? !

i 10.SelfishnessAre you drawn to a love of ease, a catering to your appetites, a repeated hankering-fvesholgasure? :
:

i

Do your joys and sorrows fluctuate around personal interests? Is there a yearning for money and earthly possessions?i

like to encourage you to file away in your Bible for daily I'd like to suggest you clip this article out and use it in your
use during your devotions. It is a list compiled by Evangdgily devotions to add conviction to your confession and
ist EImer Shelhamer (1862940) in a tract titled th&raits plea of forgiveness before God. | am doing likewise and |
of the SeHife. Dr. James Kennedy, Pastor of Coral Ridgdave an expectation to commune with our forgiving God on
Presbyterian Church, and that great conservative Christadeeper level than ever before. If | just don't forget to put
voice, used this tract w/ his congregation for many yearsmgsBible in the car with me when | travel.
they took communion together. When | read it through | Conviction is not so difficult to arrive at after all, is it?
felt as another man long ago who was convicted on almGsintinue to use this daily for your improved spiritual
every point. heal t h. 5

I've asked Judy for permission to reprint it for our use.

A note from Vonnie: decide it is someone GCC is willing to helate for GCC LewistdWdenny Hartzler.
As of February 1, 2008 | am no longer tHéen MMA will match our amount with a So if you have a need or any questions
MMA advocate for Grace Covenant Chugthnt. We have gotten a grant every yeabout MMA you may contact her. | am|sure
Lewistown. It was 11 years ago that Micsiae¢ 2000 for the Hand of Grace Ministishe will do an excellent job when she lgarns
called to ask if | would be the advocate. And have been able to help numbers of freoropes. MMA has financial counseling,
Since being a part of MMA was new to gilefover the years. In the past 5 years wasurance programs & investment opportuni-
us at GCC, | had no idea what that was begeived $6,347.38 in grant amounts. Thiss beside the grant monies. So talk tg
said | would do it. It has been a rewardipgst year we received $450.00. Part of thenny and get to know her and MMA better.
experience since treasondigweeciaithaeMVEA has had torhahkiyowall fors/our cooperation in the last
to keep an eye and ear open for people vésice the amounts of their grants becaggeyears and blessings to you all.

are in need of financial help and presentaf tower income from their stocks etc. | am d Vonnie Breon
the leadership of the church. When theypleased to introduce you to the new advo-
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Minor details?

By Jane Neff

Some of us just love details. We have a knack for seeing all the little in's and out's of a situation and being
able to categorize these items to work to their best potential. It can be very useful in planning trips, events, crafts,
even Bible lessons. On the other hand some of us have gone on many a successful vacation and completed many
praise worthy projects without ever considering the little things, and would argue that worrying about the minor
details is just a waste of time. In the natural this may be the case, however scripture teaches us that paying atten-
tion to the o6little things®o i s$especialicourdongueshen it comels t ¢

Compared to our hearts or our I|liver the tongue s¢gems
spread oxygen to our body or remove toxins, it simply tastes our food and helps us enunciate clearly. Or does it?
Recently we have been studying 0Speaking Wi selyd dujring
o0l f anyone considers himself religious and yet does|] not
religion is worthless. 6 We hfavhen usgdoprogerlypmuchtlile thé leeartramd tjh at
liver, does have the ability to spread life through the body and prevent toxins from infiltrating to our other mem-
bers. Proverbs 18:21 tells us that our tongue has the power of life and death. The trick is in using that little
6partdcorrectly, and in realizing that it is in our|] owl
we make-every day. We can use our tongue to encourage, edify and spread life, or we can use it to spread poi-
son and toxins throughout the body.

Most of wus find it easy to understand that the tdngu:
some talk can affect the church. We realize such things can cause division and hardship and we would never
knowingly harm the church. For instance, who of you reading this article would ever dream of throwing a brick
through a church window? None of wus! However, manly of
tells us that we (those who profess Christ) are the temple of the Holy Spirit. We, as individuals, are the dwelling
place of the most High. We are His tabernacle. When we are insulting our neighbor, complaining about our Life
Group, running down leadership decisions or causing just one individual strife or hardship, we are, in fact, tearing
down the dwelling place of God. We are throwing brji
a many membered body. It takes all the members of
harm just one aspect of that body we are not only committing a grievous sin, we are also rendering ourselves inef-
fective. (We harm not only the individual but our own effectiveness in Christ.).

This is one detail we can not ignore. We must guard our thoughts and tongues. We must make a concen-
trated effort to stop grumbling and complaining. We must cultivate words of encouragement and love. To re-
main effective as a body we must stop destroying our own members. Everyone has a place in the body, and if we
could cultivate the fact that the person next to us truly is the dwelling place of God we may be less likely to throw
that next brick.

Ephesians 4: 29 o0Do not |l et any unwhol esome talk ]Jcom
building others up according to their needs, that iJt m:

Vision Quest

By Jorn Junod God and how we view Him will setus in  ately in every area of my life, so to

Last month we finished our first se- motion to fulfill what is in store for our stir the hearts of people to love God
ries of the year dvestlilovelwatchingip€dple geban Qu and find their purpose of life.)
It was a four part series on vision from glimpse of what God sees. You can 3. Avoid negative Influences. (They
God, ourselves, church and others. It washse the excitement, when people find  steal the vision)
a great success and we had more peopligection from God and peace begins t@l. Speak words of life over yourself.
involved in those four services than in pour into their hearts. Each stepreveals ( Tal k about the vVvis
any other time in our young history. Théhe next as our stories unfold before ous. Be flexible. (vision means change)
reason why, is that people want to knowery eyes. 6. Fix your eyes on Jesus (He is the
where theyore goi ngHeraarala fdwaehimgst askedeadh head visionary)
there. God is the Alpha and Omega, theerson to do at Discovery Road to help7. Incorporate others. (vision is never
Beginning and the End. That alone de-them find their vision. just about you)
fines how God | oo K.sWrtetdownihs viswmfor goardife. i tl&nsourage you to reexamine where
obvious that, in Christ, we have the abil- (Set some realistic goalstobuild youdér e heading in |/
ity to look into the future by faith and faith for the future) these areas are missing. It may help you
see where He is heading and where HE. Develop a vision statementforyout o get going again i
wants us to travel. All vision comes from life. (Here is mine:To live passion-out on your Vvision Qi

pr—
o0
v X
—
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A Little More Kind, A Little More Gentle, Please!

By Bobby Griebel which is so pr eci o tlescommunitolrdturgwe hdvébeP et er
As | sat down at my desk to begin 3:4). This particular verse was directed come a region that is acting more

work, putting together my notes for toward women, particularly wives. kindly and more gently. Then we are a

this article, | noticed on the calendar Later, though, in the same chapter (v whole state operating more kindly and

that it was al most 15162 Reterdaddnessédsall @hassians, a little more gently. Next thing you

Maybe that is why | am reminded of saying, OYou must wow wdarem nalldnraiwbote naian

former President GeéaodofyeurliBeu Anb if yoldesasked under God, with the high moral princi-

dad). On January 20, 1989, former about your Christian hope, always be  ples upon which it was first estab-

President George Bush spoke to the ready to explain it. But you must do lished.

citizens of our country aboutpurpose. t hi' s i n a gentl e an daterid hippeesidedcy GeonyeaBush 6

In this memorable inaugural address While Paul was in prison, he wrote  referred to a vision he had that united

he said, OAmeri ca toshe Bpdesigns, (481302l)| yo Geet lindividudls and organizations all across

self unless she is engaged in high all bitterness, rage, anger, harsh words, the country with help from govern-

moral principle. We, as a people, have and slander, as well as all types of mali- ment officials and agencies in an effort

such a purpose today. It is to make cious behavior. Instead, be kind to to reach out to those in need. The

kinder the face of the nation and gen-  each other, tenderhearted, forgiving 0t housand points of |

tler the face of t breanother, Justas@God through and spoke of in that State of the Union

Jesus taught His disciplesandthe Chr i st has f or gi v e spegclowas usd you and me. If we
crowds that f ol |l owe drorldentitied, Weas apeopl&od each take seriously Geg
blesses those who are gentle and (brothers and sistersin Christ) have plans for our lives and are obedient to
lowly, for the whole earth will belong  been called to the same purpose Presi- respond, then we become one of
to them. 6 ( Mat t he dentBush jeferRR&td ia liis atldfess those points of light. We are to be a
structed and encouraged in his epistle, nearly twenty years ago. If each of us light to those still in darkness. We are
0You shoul d be kno weateletdne wehegcouhter mord y  to be a beacon of light that brings
that comes from within, the unfading gently, if we behave more kindly, then  hope to people who are burdened and

beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, it becomes possible to be a kinder, gen- troubled. Continued Page 7

March Calendar

e Saturdays:Prayer, 89:30 am (LE & MU) e« Monday, March 10th & 24dthWo mends Meef i ng
e Sundays: Morning Worship, 10:00 (LE & MU) e Saturday, March 15th Hand of Grace (MU)
e Wednesdays:7:00 Bible Study/Youth Group (LE&MU) « Wednesday, March 19thChi | dr ends Chlur c

o Monday, March3rd & 17thMe nd6s Gr oup MeS@n Mapog 7:00 pm Sharp. (LE)
(MU) e Saturday, March 22ndHand of Grace, Produce Only

« Saturday, March 8th Hand of Grace Full Distrib(LE) (LE)

March Nursery Schedule

Sundays: Lewistown Sundays: Mount Union
Mar. 27i Glee & Alexei Pavlova & Kelsey Johnson Mar. 2 fi Patti Hutton & Krissy White
Mar. 9 Leisle Kauffman, Arlene Kauffman Mar. 9/ Jennifer Walker & Beth Drake
Mar. 16 i Nikki Scyoc, Jenny Hartzler Mar. 16 ii Pat Gilsbaugh & Angie Knable
Mar. 23 i Maralee Seeley, Christen Amspacker, Nakita Rager Mar. 23 i Autumn Woodward

Mar. 30 fi Julie Smith, MaryAnn Fultz, Jenny Smith Mar. 30 il Jennifer Walker & Beth Drake
Wednesdays: Wednesdays:

Mar. 51 Melody Bratton, Jackie Alters Mar. 5 fi Patti Hutton & Danielle Neff
Mar. 12 i Genia Mathews, George Camp Mar. 12 i Jean Speck

Mar. 19/ Anneliese Smith, Jen Neavling Mar. 19 fi Lisa Harris & Carol Henry
Mar. 26 i Cyndi Neff & Carrie Baumgardner Mar. 26 i Sue May & Diane McCallister
Contact Angie Kerstetter to serve in the nursery: 717667-6864 Contact Jane Neff to serve in the nursery: 814542-2488
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Taking Up Daylight

By Sheila Werner bowl of Cheerios and the first load of

I have read and heard the parable of|aundry. Or we come home at night,
the sower in Luke 8:45, more times  eat dinner and then unwind with the
than | can count. Many Christians can television or the newspaper or a book,
relate. Butrecently, as | read it once because spending time with God takes

mature and bear fruit. By the grace of
God, it will recover if the weeds are cu
back.

We are challenged by Hebrew 12:

again, a single part stood outtome. a | ot of energy t thaot. nv{/]e"’;]yi) uasxsltI d Ieév €

Here are verses 7 and 14 (NASB): that night. € sin which s eamy_enta;:ges us,
AOther seed fell ampng the thorns. | e run wit end
the thorns grew up with it and choked it And e ten er plant slowly begins i's set before us.
outé These are thd %n%d tvwho have isino is anything

and God, anything that distracts us
from obeying Him. And what comes
between me and God may not be the

heard, and as they go on their way they  The seed that was so healthy and
are choked with worries and riches andhad such potential does not multiply

pleasures of this life, artating no fruit  itself in this environment. And multi-

tomaturity © 1 not i ced plitaiod is not jliseabositeveatdwe can Séamde gs ;;"hat C?me.s bet""e.‘fr:‘ you t";‘”t‘
does not necessarily die but is kept accomplish for the Lord while we are b Ok'. 0 :(S no a.mhltszue_}/vtlh t”.‘e’ hui
from producing fruit. It stays a present,living, but also about the effect we have a '”O? €00 'f}s m('g p €, Ithat Is wha
but sickly and stunted plant, surroundecbn the lives of others. What if our ac- Lo (019 WER S0¢ Says {0 came &)
by looming distractions anddare | tions, attitudes and choices are stuntingzzz d tc:Sb:(c:i(ce).ne Euatlucr;nr}i/t :sgit%oroaek

say? good intentions. the growth of the next generation? We  ~ " % ™ | hil
| have often evaluated the time | a our while Yy

spend in prayer and intercession and
found it to be lacking. From listening
to and observing other Christians, it

can certainly affect them directly with
our prayers, but we also indirectly af-
fect them as they observe us in our
daily lives and the setting of our priori-

your family? Watching that football
game might help you forget the stress
of work. But would you rather hear

God speak to you about His plans for
your caworkers? Our bodies need
Just as there is no quick fix for get- sleep. But is that extra hour going to
b e tliRgdno gqpd physigal shap alnqadfe-e jakemore of a difference than inter-
veloping a healthy lifestyle, there is no ceding with others on a Saturday morn
c . toreian invader [ik magic process to a perfect prayer life. ing for your church and community?
ancer Is not a foreign invader like A prayer life is developed, fought for .
a virus or bacteria. Instead, cells from an% V\)I/OFI. Itis a mattee of discigpline Matthew 6:20 9”"' 21 tell us to
our own bodies form abnormally and  and many small deaths each day. We store up treasures in Heaven, for wher
multiply uncontrollably. Likewise, all have our distractions, the unex-  2ur réasure is, our heart will be also.
what chokes the seed in our livesis  pected things that come up, things that Time is treasure. If you want to know
of ten not fisinful thave® beitakdn caredBandbbefore vl Your reasure is, look at where
things such as golf, laundry, the six  know it, steal our daylight. Luke 8:15 Yoo &r¢ ng_estln.g'youl'rfnme. Isr:/vfllgt
o6clock news g r O Cs&ys thiat tRehs@ef thdt bedrs fruidis n%g?%are oing giving life to or choking
or sleeping in on a Saturday morning. t hose @Awho have h et o ‘i'f{
We have good intentions, but there is honest and good heart; and hold it fast,) - . lite? | have never been sorry tha
l'ittle room i n ourandbéayrfRiswitthedstvertndeed S a2l Bt §me reading the Word, interceg

fruit. are not going to get it perfect every ing for a frleqd, qush|pplng alone with
. : God, or praying with others on Satur-
time, but are we persevering most of

! ; day mornings. Buthaveregretted the
? ;
the time or at least some of the time?* many times when I

same things.

seems to me that many are in the samejes.
boat. When | read these verses, | saw a
clue to why. Perhaps the word
fchokedod coul d
Adi stracted. o

Think about what weeds do to a gar-
den plant. They grow in around it,
stealing nutrients from the soil, repro- Pastor Ronny compared our lives
ducing, intertwining their roots with the bound by Kingdom limitations to a

plantos roots, an dhakfwhienmil Aot gfom I captity t h eSOOF Intentions are the evidence g
sunlight. Does that sound like what  put stays the same size as when it was S€€ds: But are they bearing fruit? Ma

happens to our prayer lives? We get ugaptured. However, if that same shark Lhew 7:20 says ';hat we V\{{'” be knolvvr;
in the morning and begin to run throughis released into the ocean, it will begin yb fo l.thrI i rut . b
our list of things to get done that day, to grow again. In the same way, the v;/]e e fruitful. -1 we gre nl? ! mayde
while our prayer time is squeezedinto seed choked by we (here are some weedstaking,up day-,

S Nnot
an evershrinking timeslot between a  just sapped of what it needs in orderto! ' 9 Mt ®

hrﬁ I-éoly %/pérltr hgs p%annted i

r

U

o

Wav®

ran

t ha

n
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C2NJ { dzZFFSNAY T QA { I ]

Most of us have had experiences that are difficult to degle, Greek word forn For [it is] better to suffer
with. Webdve all been surptrhiesedphbé-m{gsun;trét d nd/ orf§ann

- a - .
someone or some kind of situation that was painful. Haye. . perfect o) [unjustly] for doing ”ght,

you heard yorwoodness Sakeswhy did thiat v 50 n8 if that should be God's
happen® Many times we donot ar'!’dnnéeﬁng:tﬁtcaﬂr{) wh5fI r\]/ve arf? mips -
understood, criticized, ridiculed, or abused. And often W o, 0h" completely: will, than to sutter

punish ourselves further by trying to figure out a specifig accomplish, to fin- [justly] for doing wrong.
consequewbty &Hodt ovo dtd tdke pldce. AW briingtttg’a close or

Or we attempt to decipher a life application from the h“ﬁﬁlfillment So there is -1 Peter 3:17Amplified

concl ud itherg musttha & leson God wants me {0, youbt that the suf-CE S E = =TT == ET=]
learnd from the circumstance - r\i(ensg’ 0ffr e;05uge Nt lvVa d hceé £t 24 €

sons in humility, regularly there are opportunities for flesh t9,sq ¢ His ministry. And Jesus fully accepted the condi-
dle_, and yes, the Eather does d|S_C|pI|ne His chlldre_n. But i ot myfiwill, but yoursbe dode ( Lk . 22: 42) .
believe there are just as many times when we will suffer _ _
simply for sufferingods s akltevasno difigrend forpeseph theDregrger. Cgraypinimag-n ¢
cution are part of the package when we are positioned in th& the pain he experienced from his own family? He was
purposes of Christ. not merely misunderstood; he was maligned, mistreated and

al most murdered! From the P
1But even in case you should suffer for the sake of right-

) Barlor, to the prison of Pharaoh, Joseph unduly suffered ac-
eousness, [you a.re] blessgd (happy, to be en'V|ed). Do nQfisation and agony from the people that he loved and re-
dread or be afraid of their threats, nor be disturbed [b

\ > el Of : S pected most . Yyot meang it fovavil, a b |
their opposition].”But in your hearts set Christ apart as but God meant it for goad ( Ge n . 50:20) .

holy [and acknowledge Him] as Lord. that it was Gods Way of fulfiling Gods Wil thru his lfe.

-1 Peter 3:14.5aAmplified
. N i Oswal d Chagmber sTharsaim knows noeéwdhy t h
The Bible doesnot explain he%sfi@rd as ﬁeLHI)e , et He'?:cﬂnprefh?nas%ith%h‘(r{odr\{lezdée
l.

tain I'y d i_d not come X o re m%é{tf}assbstkno&llédﬁe at QIM4s"wel
came to fill the pain of our problems with His presence.

There is a perfecting pvao cléuyye seqthroughcaiass darkly §1 C_Qrsl35\1\/2i) g wey
of Sorow® (1 sa. 53) that we [P @cknowledge that |God deeg uenghing gnpurpgse ut
embrace. fiHis ways are higher than ourways (I sa. 55: 9)

12 _ , , _ |l i eve that as |l ong as we obj
Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial YOUye will never be at ease, but if we accept the process gra-

are sufferirl13g, as t_h(_)ugh something _strangg were h""pperéiously we will discover both Kingdom purpose and peace.
ing to you.™But rejoice that you participate in the suffer-

ings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his 2 Corinthians 1:5 NIVi For just as the sufferings of

O—0O O O

e
ves, I e

glory is revealed-1 Peter 4:1214 NIV Christ flow over into our lives, so also through Christ our
. . comfort over‘lows. N
The Bible says t hnate pdrfes uBy hi msel f was d

what He suffered (Heb. 58). But have you ever consid-Remember that pearls are a product of suffering. They are
ered the meaning of that scripture? Why would God dwellfécious gems created thru irritation and difficulty. Only the
ing in the flesh, Christ the anointed Son of God, who sudyster that suffers harm produces the beautiful jewel.

fered no sin, no sickness, and was the exact representatiop4ih will always be the close companion of those who desire

the Father; why would He have to suffer to be perfected?o p| e as e [Bthay persbecateddvie Blesus]i they
After all, He only did what the Father showed Him and saigill persecute you alsp ( John 15: 20) . W
what the Father told Him; what lesson could He learn, whato r s uf f er i n g 6 s"We rauktéhroagh many e a |
consequence or discipline did He deserve? But Jesus stibulations enter the kingdom of Gog"Act s 14: 22) .
fered physically (Cross), relationally & emotionally (friends

& family), and spiritually (wilderness). On the surface it

doesndédt make sense, but if you look a Ilittle deeper |
we can appreciate the hardship for sufferingbds sake.

Answers from Kids Corner: 1) your age; 2) Pencil-vania; 3) Because it over-swept; 4) at the baa-baa shop






