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Grace to You 
By Michael Bailey 

  
   One  important lesson 

I've learned in life is to not 

use your Bible for a filing 

cabinet. This valu-

able lesson 

was garnered while look-

ing in my rear view mirror 

at the one mile trail 

of papers behind my car. I 

had left my Bible on the 

roof of the car as I made 

my way home from 

church. Of course, every 

dark cloud has a silver lin-

ing and I got lots of exer-

cise that day chasing down 

my wayward files. 

     Every rule has an ex-

ception and I'd like to sug-

gest you ignore the wis-

dom of my previous state-

ment for one particular 

document to follow. I will 

share the document in a 

moment but first I want to 

tell you why it's important. 

A vital section of the 

Lord's prayer is the plea 

for forgiveness from our 

sins. Confession of those 

sins that we are aware of 

adds additional power to 

help us avoid them in the 

future. For example, James 

tells us to confess our sins 

to one another that we 

might be healed. The prob-

lem we have is that many 

times we are blinded to 

those things that are sepa-

rating us from God. 

Wouldn't it be terrific to 

have a cheat sheet to get 

insights as to what needs 

confessing before the 

Lord? 

     Judy Reamer sent along 

the document that I would 
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like to encourage you to file away in your Bible for daily 

use during your devotions. It is a list compiled by Evangel-

ist Elmer Shelhamer (1869-1940) in a tract titled the Traits 

of the Self-life. Dr. James Kennedy, Pastor of Coral Ridge 

Presbyterian Church, and that great conservative Christian 

voice, used this tract w/ his congregation for many years as 

they took communion together. When I read it through I 

felt as another man long ago who was convicted on almost 

every point.  

     I've asked Judy for permission to reprint it for our use. 

I'd like to suggest you clip this article out and use it in your 

daily devotions to add conviction to your confession and 

plea of forgiveness before God. I am doing likewise and I 

have an expectation to commune with our forgiving God on 

a deeper level than ever before. If I just don't forget to put 

my Bible in the car with me when I travel. 

       Conviction is not so difficult to arrive at after all, is it? 

Continue to use this daily for your improved spiritual 

health.   ƽ 
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One New Rule and When to Break It (Continued)  

Continued from Front Cover  The Traits of the Self -Lifeò  
Evangelist Elmer Shelhamer          

 Are you ever conscious of:    
1. A spirit of pride.  Do you have an exalted feeling because of your success or position, because of your good training or ap-

pearance, or because of your natural gifts and abilities? Do you show an important, independent spirit?      

2. Love of praise. Do you have a secret fondness to be noticed, a love of supremacy? Do you draw attention to yourself in con-

versation? Does your ñselfò swell out when youôve had a time to speak or pray in the presence of others?  

3. Stirrings of anger. Are you irritable, and do you cover it over by calling it nervousness or holy indignation? Do you have a 

touchy spirit, a disposition to resent and retaliate when disapproved of or contradicted? Do you throw sharp words at others?   

4. Self-will.  Do you show a stubborn, unteachable spirit? Do you argue? Are you harsh, sarcastic, driving, or demanding? Do 

you come through as unyielding or headstrong? Do you have a disposition to criticize and pick flaws when you are ignored or 

decisions don't go your way? Do you have a peevish spirit that loves to be coaxed and humored?   

5. Carnal fear. Are you controlled by a man-fearing spirit that causes you to shrink from duty? Do you reason around your 

cross? [Trying to figure a way out using self effort.] Are you afraid your commitment to righteousness will cause some promi-

nent person to think less of you? Do you compromise principle to please others?             

6. Jealousy. Do you hide a spirit of envy in your heart? Do you harbor an unpleasant sensation in view of the prosperity and 

success of another? When someone is more talented or appreciated than you, are you disposed to speak of his faults rather 

than his virtues?                           

7. Dishonesty. Do you evade or cover the truth? Do you hide or minimize your real faults and attempt to leave a better impres-

sion of yourself than is strictly true? Do you show false humility? Do you exaggerate, straining the truth? Do you show one 

face to one person and quite the opposite to another?           

8. Unbelief. Do you demonstrate a spirit of discouragement in times of pressure and opposition? In your heart, is there a lack 

of quietness and confidence in God, a lack of settled trust? Do you have a disposition to worry and complain in the midst of 

pain, poverty, or trials that God allows? Are you overanxious about whether situations will turn out all right?  

9. Religious formality. Are you complacent about the lost? Is your relationship with God characterized by dryness and indif-

ference? Does your life lack spiritual power? Do you regularly meet with God?                     

10. Selfishness. Are you drawn to a love of ease, a catering to your appetites, a repeated hankering for short-lived pleasure? 

Do your joys and sorrows fluctuate around personal interests? Is there a yearning for money and earthly possessions? 

A note from Vonnie: 

As of February 1, 2008 I am no longer the 
MMA advocate for Grace Covenant Church, 
Lewistown.  It was 11 years ago that Michael 
called to ask if I would be the advocate.  
Since being a part of MMA was new to all of 
us at GCC, I had no idea what that was but 
said I would do it.  It has been a rewarding 
experience since the advocateôs main duty is 
to keep an eye and ear open for people who 
are in need of financial help and present it to 
the leadership of the church.  When they 

decide it is someone GCC is willing to help 
then MMA will match our amount with a 
grant.  We have gotten a grant every year 
since 2000 for the Hand of Grace Ministry.  
And have been able to help numbers of peo-
ple over the years.  In the past 5 years we 
received $6,347.38 in grant amounts.  This 
past year we received $450.00.  Part of the 
reason it is lower is that MMA has had to 
reduce the amounts of their grants because 
of lower income from their stocks etc.  I am 
pleased to introduce you to the new advo-

cate for GCC LewistownðJenny Hartzler.  
So if you have a need or any questions 
about MMA you may contact her.  I am sure 
she will do an excellent job when she learns 
the ropes.  MMA has financial counseling, 
insurance programs & investment opportuni-
ties beside the grant monies.  So talk to 

Jenny and get to know her and MMA better. 

Thank you all for your cooperation in the last 

11 years and blessings to you all. 

ðVonnie Breon 



Page 3 Volume 19, Issue 6  

By Jorn Junod 

     Last month we finished our first se-

ries of the year entitled ñVision Questò. 

It was a four part series on vision from 

God, ourselves, church and others. It was 

a great success and we had more people 

involved in those four services than in 

any other time in our young history. The 

reason why, is that people want to know 

where theyôre going and how to get 

there. God is the Alpha and Omega, the 

Beginning and the End. That alone de-

fines how God looks at vision and itôs 

obvious that, in Christ, we have the abil-

ity to look into the future by faith and 

see where He is heading and where He 

wants us to travel. All vision comes from 

God and how we view Him will set us in 

motion to fulfill what is in store for our 

lives. I love watching people get a 

glimpse of what God sees. You can 

sense the excitement, when people find 

direction from God and peace begins to 

pour into their hearts. Each step reveals 

the next as our stories unfold before our 

very eyes. 

     Here are a few things I asked each 

person to do at Discovery Road to help 

them find their vision. 

1. Write down the vision for your life. 

(Set some realistic goals to build 

faith for the future) 

2. Develop a vision statement for your 

life. (Here is mine: To live passion-

ately in every area of my life, so to 

stir the hearts of people to love God 

and find their purpose of life.) 

3. Avoid negative Influences. (They 

steal the vision) 

4. Speak words of life over yourself. 

(Talk about the vision donôt hide it) 

5. Be flexible. (vision means change) 

6. Fix your eyes on Jesus (He is the 

head visionary) 

7. Incorporate others. (vision is never 

just about you) 

     I encourage you to reexamine where 

youôre heading in life and see if one of 

these areas are missing. It may help you 

to get going again in case youôve stalled 

out on your vision Quest.  ƽ 

Vision Quest 

 

 

Minor details? 
By Jane Neff 

Some of us just love details.  We have a knack for seeing all the little in's and out's of a situation and being 
able to categorize these items to work to their best potential.  It can be very useful in planning trips, events, crafts, 
even Bible lessons.  On the other hand some of us have gone on many a successful vacation and completed many 
praise worthy projects without ever considering the little things, and would argue that worrying about the minor 
details is just a waste of time.  In the natural this may be the case, however scripture teaches us that paying atten-

tion to the ôlittle thingsõ is crucial when it comes to spiritual mattersñespecially our tongues. 

Compared to our hearts or our liver the tongue seems like such an insignificant part of the body.  It doesnõt 
spread oxygen to our body or remove toxins, it simply tastes our food and helps us enunciate clearly.  Or does it?   
Recently we have been studying òSpeaking Wiselyó during womenõs ministry, and have learned from James (1:26), 
òIf anyone considers himself religious and yet does not keep a tight rein on his tongue, he deceives himself and his 
religion is worthless.ó  We have gone on to learn that our tongueñwhen used properly, much like the heart and 
liver, does have the ability to spread life through the body and prevent toxins from infiltrating to our other mem-
bers.  Proverbs 18:21 tells us that our tongue has the power of life and death.  The trick is in using that little 
ôpartõcorrectly, and in realizing that it is in our own hands.  The use or misuse of our tongue is simply a choice that 
we make--every day.  We can use our tongue to encourage, edify and spread life, or we can use it to spread poi-

son and toxins throughout the body.  

Most of us find it easy to understand that the tongue and itõs rumors, complaining and just general unwhole-
some talk can affect the church.  We realize such things can cause division and hardship and we would never 
knowingly harm the church.  For instance, who of you reading this article would ever dream of throwing a brick 
through a church window?  None of us!  However, many of us can be found guilty of doing just that.  Godõs word 
tells us that we (those who profess Christ) are the temple of the Holy Spirit.  We, as individuals, are the dwelling 
place of the most High.  We are His tabernacle.  When we are insulting our neighbor, complaining about our Life 
Group, running down leadership decisions or causing just one individual strife or hardship, we are, in fact, tearing 
down the dwelling place of God.  We are throwing bricks at Godõs temple.  Consider the fact that God says we are 
a many membered body.  It takes all the members of that body, doing itõs job, to function successfully.  When we 
harm just one aspect of that body we are not only committing a grievous sin, we are also rendering ourselves inef-

fective. (We harm not only the individual but our own effectiveness in Christ.).  

This is one detail we can not ignore.  We must guard our thoughts and tongues.  We must make a concen-
trated effort to stop grumbling and complaining.  We must cultivate words of encouragement and love.  To re-
main effective as a body we must stop destroying our own members.  Everyone has a place in the body, and if we 
could cultivate the fact that the person next to us truly is the dwelling place of God we may be less likely to throw 

that next brick. 

Ephesians 4:29  òDo not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for 

building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.ó 
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March Nursery Schedule 

Sundays:   Lewistown  

Mar. 2 ñ  Glee & Alexei Pavlova & Kelsey Johnson 

Mar. 9 ñ  Leisle Kauffman, Arlene Kauffman 

Mar. 16  ñ Nikki Scyoc, Jenny Hartzler   

Mar. 23 ñ Maralee Seeley, Christen Amspacker,  Nakita Rager 

Mar. 30 ñJulie Smith, MaryAnn Fultz, Jenny Smith 

Wednesdays: 

Mar. 5 ñ Melody Bratton, Jackie Alters 

Mar. 12 ñ Genia Mathews, George Camp 

Mar. 19ñ Anneliese Smith, Jen Neavling   

Mar. 26 ñ Cyndi Neff &  Carrie Baumgardner 

Contact Angie Kerstetter to serve in the nursery: 717-667-6864 

Sundays:                     Mount Union  

Mar. 2 ñ Patti Hutton & Krissy White 

Mar. 9 ñ Jennifer Walker & Beth Drake 

Mar. 16 ñ Pat Gilsbaugh & Angie Knable 

Mar. 23  ñ Autumn Woodward  

Mar. 30 ñJennifer Walker & Beth Drake 

Wednesdays: 

Mar. 5  ñ Patti Hutton & Danielle Neff  

Mar. 12  ñ Jean Speck  

Mar. 19  ñ Lisa Harris & Carol Henry 

Mar. 26 ñ Sue May & Diane McCallister  

Contact Jane Neff to serve in the nursery: 814-542-2488 

March Calendar 

Saturdays: Prayer, 8-9:30 am (LE & MU) 

Sundays: Morning Worship, 10:00 (LE & MU)  

Wednesdays: 7:00 Bible Study/Youth Group (LE&MU) 

Monday, March 3rd & 17th  Menôs Group Meeting 

(MU) 

Saturday, March 8th Hand of Grace Full Distrib(LE) 

Monday, March 10th & 24th Womenôs Meeting (MU) 

Saturday,  March 15th  Hand of Grace (MU)  

Wednesday, March 19th  Childrenôs Church go to Ohes-

sion Manor  7:00 pm Sharp. (LE) 

Saturday, March 22nd Hand of Grace, Produce Only 

(LE)   

A Little More Kind, A Little More Gentle, Please! 
By Bobby Griebel 

     As I sat down at my desk to begin 
work, putting together my notes for 
this article, I noticed on the calendar 
that it was almost Presidentõs Day.  
Maybe that is why I am reminded of 
former President George Bush (Wõs 

dad).  On January 20, 1989, former 
President George Bush spoke to the 
citizens of our country about purpose.  
In this memorable inaugural address 
he said, òAmerica is never wholly her-
self unless she is engaged in high 
moral principle.  We, as a people, have 
such a purpose today.  It is to make 
kinder the face of the nation and gen-

tler the face of the world.ó 

     Jesus taught His disciples and the 
crowds that followed Him that: òGod 
blesses those who are gentle and 
lowly, for the whole earth will belong 
to them.ó  (Matthew 5:5) Peter in-
structed and encouraged in his epistle, 
òYou should be known for the beauty 
that comes from within, the unfading 

beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, 

which is so precious to God.ó  (1 Peter 
3:4).  This particular verse was directed 
toward women, particularly wives.  
Later, though, in the same chapter (v 
15,16a) Peter addressed all Christians, 

saying, òYou must worship Christ as 
Lord of your life.  And if you are asked 
about your Christian hope, always be 
ready to explain it.  But you must do 

this in a gentle and respectful way.ó 

     While Paul was in prison, he wrote 
to the Ephesians, (4:31-32) òGet rid of 

all bitterness, rage, anger, harsh words, 
and slander, as well as all types of mali-
cious behavior.  Instead, be kind to 
each other, tenderhearted, forgiving 
one another, just as God through 

Christ has forgiven you.ó 

     For centuries, we as a people, 

(brothers and sisters-in Christ) have 
been called to the same purpose Presi-
dent Bush referred to in his address 
nearly twenty years ago.  If each of us 
treat everyone we encounter more 
gently, if we behave more kindly, then 
it becomes possible to be a kinder, gen-

tler community.  In turn, we have be-
come a region that is acting more 
kindly and more gently.  Then we are a 
whole state operating more kindly and 
a little more gently.  Next thing you 

know, we are a nation, a whole nation 
under God, with the high moral princi-
ples upon which it was first estab-

lished. 

     Later in his presidency, George Bush 
referred to a vision he had that united 
individuals and organizations all across 

the country with help from govern-
ment officials and agencies in an effort 
to reach out to those in need.  The 
òthousand points of lightó that he saw 
and spoke of in that State of the Union 
speech was us ð you and me.  If we 
each take seriously Godõs purpose and 
plans for our lives and are obedient to 
respond, then we become one of 
those points of light.  We are to be a 
light to those still in darkness.  We are 

to be a beacon of light that brings 
hope to people who are burdened and 

troubled.  
Continued Page 7 
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By Sheila Werner 

     I have read and heard the parable of 

the sower in Luke 8:4-15, more times 

than I can count.  Many Christians can 

relate.  But recently, as I read it once 

again, a single part stood out to me.         

     Here are verses 7 and 14 (NASB): 

ñOther seed fell among the thorns; and 

the thorns grew up with it and choked it 

outé These are the ones who have 

heard, and as they go on their way they 

are choked with worries and riches and 

pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit 

to maturity.ò  I noticed that the seed 

does not necessarily die but is kept 

from producing fruit.  It stays a present, 

but sickly and stunted plant, surrounded 

by looming distractions and-- dare I 

say?- good intentions. 

     I have often evaluated the time I 

spend in prayer and intercession and 

found it to be lacking.  From listening 

to and observing other Christians, it 

seems to me that many are in the same 

boat.  When I read these verses, I saw a 

clue to why.  Perhaps the word 

ñchokedò could better be interpreted as 

ñdistracted.ò 

      Cancer is not a foreign invader like 

a virus or bacteria.  Instead, cells from 

our own bodies form abnormally and 

multiply uncontrollably.  Likewise, 

what chokes the seed in our lives is 

often not ñsinfulò activities but good 

things such as golf, laundry, the six 

oôclock news, grocery shopping, a nap 

or sleeping in on a Saturday morning.  

We have good intentions, but there is 

little room in our lives for the seedôs 

fruit. 

     Think about what weeds do to a gar-

den plant.  They grow in around it, 

stealing nutrients from the soil, repro-

ducing, intertwining their roots with the 

plantôs roots, and often blocking the 

sunlight.  Does that sound like what 

happens to our prayer lives?  We get up 

in the morning and begin to run through 

our list of things to get done that day, 

while our prayer time is squeezed into 

an ever-shrinking timeslot between a 

bowl of Cheerios and the first load of 

laundry.  Or we come home at night, 

eat dinner and then unwind with the 

television or the newspaper or a book, 

because spending time with God takes 

a lot of energy that we just donôt have 

that night. 

      And the tender plant slowly begins 

to wilté 

      The seed that was so healthy and 

had such potential does not multiply 

itself in this environment.  And multi-

plication is not just about what we can 

accomplish for the Lord while we are 

living, but also about the effect we have 

on the lives of others.  What if our ac-

tions, attitudes and choices are stunting 

the growth of the next generation?  We 

can certainly affect them directly with 

our prayers, but we also indirectly af-

fect them as they observe us in our 

daily lives and the setting of our priori-

ties.  

      Just as there is no quick fix for get-

ting into good physical shape and de-

veloping a healthy lifestyle, there is no 

magic process to a perfect prayer life.  

A prayer life is developed, fought for 

and won.  It is a matter of discipline 

and many small deaths each day.  We 

all have our distractions, the unex-

pected things that come up, things that 

have to be taken care of and, before we 

know it, steal our daylight.  Luke 8:15 

says that the seed that bears fruit is 

those ñwho have heard the word in an 

honest and good heart; and hold it fast, 

and bear fruit with perseverance.ò  We 

are not going to get it perfect every 

time, but are we persevering most of 

the time or at least some of the time? 

        Pastor Ronny compared our lives 

bound by Kingdom limitations to a 

shark, which will not grow in captivity 

but stays the same size as when it was 

captured.  However, if that same shark 

is released into the ocean, it will begin 

to grow again.  In the same way, the 

seed choked by weeds isnôt dead; it is 

just sapped of what it needs in order to 

mature and bear fruit.  By the grace of 

God, it will recover if the weeds are cut 

back. 

       We are challenged by Hebrew 12:1 

to ñlay aside every encumbrance and 

the sin which so easily entangles us, 

andé run with endurance the race that 

is set before us.ò  It has been said that 

ñsinò is anything that comes between us 

and God, anything that distracts us 

from obeying Him.  And what comes 

between me and God may not be the 

same as what comes between you and 

God.  Golf is not an issue with me; but 

baking cookies might be, if that is what 

I am doing when God says to come and 

seek His face.  The laundry really does 

need to be done.  But can it wait for a 

half hour while you seek Godôs will for 

your family?  Watching that football 

game might help you forget the stress 

of work.  But would you rather hear 

God speak to you about His plans for 

your co-workers?  Our bodies need 

sleep.  But is that extra hour going to 

make more of a difference than inter-

ceding with others on a Saturday morn-

ing for your church and community?      

       Matthew 6:20 and 21 tell us to 

store up treasures in Heaven, for where 

our treasure is, our heart will be also.  

Time is treasure.  If you want to know 

where your treasure is, look at where 

you are investing your time.  Is what 

you are doing giving life to or choking 

the seeds the Holy Spirit has planted in 

your life?  I have never been sorry that 

I spent time reading the Word, interced-

ing for a friend, worshipping alone with 

God, or praying with others on Satur-

day mornings.  But I have regretted the 

many times when I didnôt do those 

same things. 

       Good intentions are the evidence of 

seeds.  But are they bearing fruit?  Mat-

thew 7:20 says that we will be known 

by our fruit.  It is Godôs intentions that 

we be fruitful.  If we are not, maybe 

there are some weeds taking up day-

light.  ƽ 

Taking Up Daylight 
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CƻǊ {ǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎΩǎ {ŀƪŜ by Ron Neff 
Most of us have had experiences that are difficult to deal 

with.  Weôve all been surprised, frustrated and/or annoyed at 

someone or some kind of situation that was painful.  Have 

you heard yourself say, ñFor goodness sake, why did that 

happen?ò  Many times we donôt understand why we are mis-

understood, criticized, ridiculed, or abused.  And often we 

punish ourselves further by trying to figure out a specific 

consequence as to ñwhy God would allow itò to take place.  

Or we attempt to decipher a life application from the hurt 

concluding that ñthere must be a lesson God wants me to 

learnò from the circumstance.  Yes, frequently there are les-

sons in humility, regularly there are opportunities for flesh to 

die, and yes, the Father does discipline His children.  But I 

believe there are just as many times when we will suffer 

simply for sufferingôs sake.  In other words, pain and perse-

cution are part of the package when we are positioned in the 

purposes of Christ. 
 

14But even in case you should suffer for the sake of right-

eousness, [you are] blessed (happy, to be envied). Do not 

dread or be afraid of their threats, nor be disturbed [by 

their opposition]. 15But in your hearts set Christ apart as 

holy [and acknowledge Him] as Lord.  

-1 Peter 3:14-15a Amplified 
 

The Bible doesnôt explain away suffering, and Christ cer-

tainly didnôt come to remove it from our lives, instead He 

came to fill the pain of our problems with His presence.  

There is a perfecting process that connects us with the ñMan 

of Sorrowsò (Isa. 53) that we must clearly recognize and 

embrace. 
 

12Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you 

are suffering, as though something strange were happen-

ing to you. 13But rejoice that you participate in the suffer-

ings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his 

glory is revealed. -1 Peter 4:12-14 NIV 
 

The Bible says that Jesus himself was ñmade perfectò by 

what He suffered (Heb. 5:8-9).  But have you ever consid-

ered the meaning of that scripture?  Why would God dwell-

ing in the flesh, Christ the anointed Son of God, who suf-

fered no sin, no sickness, and was the exact representation of 

the Father; why would He have to suffer to be perfected?  

After all, He only did what the Father showed Him and said 

what the Father told Him; what lesson could He learn, what 

consequence or discipline did He deserve?  But Jesus suf-

fered physically (Cross), relationally & emotionally (friends 

& family), and spiritually (wilderness).  On the surface it 

doesnôt make sense, but if you look a little deeper I believe 

we can appreciate the hardship for sufferingôs sake. 

 

The Greek word for 

the phrase ñbeing 

made perfect

( ɤ 5048) 

and means: to carry 

through completely; 

to accomplish, to fin-

ish, bring to a close or 

fulfillment.  So there is 

no doubt that the suf-

fering of Jesus was central to the fulfillment of Godôs pur-

pose for His ministry.  And Jesus fully accepted the condi-

tion ñnot my will, but yours be doneò (Lk. 22:42). 
 

It was no different for Joseph the Dreamer.  Can you imag-

ine the pain he experienced from his own family?  He was 

not merely misunderstood; he was maligned, mistreated and 

almost murdered!  From the Pit in the pasture, to Potipharôs 

parlor, to the prison of Pharaoh, Joseph unduly suffered ac-

cusation and agony from the people that he loved and re-

spected most.  Yet he was able to say ñyou meant it for evil, 

but God meant it for goodò (Gen. 50:20).  He understood 

that it was Gods Way of fulfilling Gods Will thru his life. 
 

Oswald Chambers mentioned that, ñThe saint knows not why 

he suffers as he does, yet he comprehends with a knowledge 

that passes knowledge that all is well.ò 
 

Truly we see through a glass darkly (1 Cor. 13:12) and we 

can acknowledge that God does everything on purpose but 

ñHis ways are higher than our waysò (Isa. 55:9).  So I be-

lieve that as long as we object to suffer for sufferingôs sake 

we will never be at ease, but if we accept the process gra-

ciously we will discover both Kingdom purpose and peace.   
 

2 Corinthians 1:5 NIV ï For just as the sufferings of 

Christ flow over into our lives, so also through Christ our 

comfort overflows. 
 

Remember that pearls are a product of suffering.  They are 

precious gems created thru irritation and difficulty.  Only the 

oyster that suffers harm produces the beautiful jewel.   
 

Pain will always be the close companion of those who desire 

to please God, because ñIf they persecuted Me [Jesus], they 

will persecute you alsoò (John 15:20).  We must accept it  

for sufferingôs sake and realize that "We must through many 

tribulations enter the kingdom of God" (Acts 14:22). Ǆ 

For [it is] better to suffer 

[unjustly] for doing right, 

if that should be God's 

will, than to suffer 

[justly] for doing wrong.  

-1 Peter 3:17 Amplified 

Answers from Kids Corner: 1) your age; 2) Pencil-vania; 3) Because it over-swept; 4) at the baa-baa shop 




